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4 TIPS TO A HAPPY HOLIDAY BREAK
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1. Keep those brains working: Older students can take SOL practice tests 
during downtime at http://www.solpass.org/.  Visit our local library; they 
always have free events, and ,of course, they have tons of books and comfy 
seating.  Sit by the giant fire place, or if it’s a sunny day, take a book to the 
patio and read while overlooking the lake. How about including your kids in 
the kitchen? Cooking and baking are fantastic ways to spend time with your 
kids while keeping those math and science skills in the forefront. 
 
2. Rest.  Pop that popcorn, make that hot cocoa and enjoy family movie night, 
or better yet, bring out Monopoly and host family game night.  Whichever 
one helps you to relax – do it!  Self-care is so important for our students and 
their guardians.  Allow yourself the time to slow down, hit pause, and 
appreciate the downtime. 
 
3. Plan a day date.  We are so fortunate to be surrounded by state parks. 
 Pack up those holiday leftovers and enjoy a picnic and a hike. Rent a bike and 
see how far you get to High Bridge . Visit a senior citizen in one of our 
retirement communities and bring homemade holiday cards.  You will make 
their day and probably be surprised when your heart is warmed as well. 
 
4. Enjoy friends and family. Is it getting too cluttered in the house with 
family and friends?  Get up and get out.  Create a scavenger hunt and send 
groups out to find simple items, throw a fire in the fire pit outside, fill your 
lungs with cool crisp air and get rid of the claustrophobia, or take a ride 
around searching for holiday lights.  Where are the tackiest or classiest? 
 
In the hustle and bustle of the holidays don’t forget to enjoy.  Forget the mess 
and stress and focus on the things that make your heart full and happy! 
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PARENT TO PARENT
HS  Spring Back-to-School Night 
With the high school on block 
scheduling, the return from winter 
break will have students finding 
themselves with an entirely new 
schedule for the spring semester. 
 
The high school will be having a 
back- to-school night that will allow 
for students and parents to meet 
with teachers and learn the 
expectations for the classes.     
 
"Back to School Night"  is not the 
same as Open House.  Open House 
primarily serves to get course 
schedules with a quick meeting of 
teachers and off to the next class. 
 
"Back to School Night" is intended 
to allow for more information about 
what the semester holds in each 
class to be relayed, in a more 
comfortable pace.    
 
In the fall, attendees started with a 
presentation in the auditorium 
where Mrs. McQuaige-Hicks 
explained her philosophy and 
expectations for the school year. 
The guidance counselors explained 
block scheduling, and the 
administrative team was 
introduced. 

B Y  S A R A H  M C E L F R E S H

Elementary school students are beginning 
to explore the world through the VR 
Goggles and Google Expeditions. 
 
Second grade students are visiting the 
Jamestown settlement and learning more 
about Teepee construction and Native 
American life.   
 
Second grade teachers are also exploring 
resources by introducing their students to 
the BrickLab (LEGO) sets to help students 
learn double digit addition and 
subtraction with regrouping. 
 
Students are working hard to earn their 
Math Ninja badges! Way to go second 
graders! You rock! 
 
 

Try to make small,
productive changes, and

you will create
opportunities for yourself

and your community.
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The bell rang, and we were off to our 
child's first class of the day.  We spent 
10-15 min with each teacher, before 
moving on the next class.  Each 
teacher gave a presentation of what 
happens in the classroom on a daily 
basis, highlighted work that already 
happened in the first 2 weeks of 
school, explained what resources they 
had available for parents and students, 
shared preferred communication 
methods, and then took questions. 
The bell rang, and off to the next class. 
 Parents were also able to experience 
how much time their students have to 
get from one class to the next.   
 
Back-to-School Night will take place 
on  Thursday, January 10th from 6:00 
– 7:00pm.  at the high school.  We 
hope you will be able to attend as it is a 
great opportunity to meet teachers 
and learn about the classes. 
 
High School Course Changes 
At the start of the new semester in 
January, students will have the 
opportunity to submit an Add/Drop 
form during the first 5 days of the new 
semester. Class changes will only be 
considered if a student needs a class 
for graduation, or if a student has 
already taken a class on their 
schedule.  
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Spanish | Ms. Crespin 
El Dia de los Muertos  
Students worked on a cultural 
project that consisted of making an
altar or “ofrenda,” as it is called in
Spanish on the Day of the Death. In
the Mexican tradition, an ofrenda is
done in order to honor and
remember the loved ones who had
passed away.  
 
The students represented in
their ofrendas portraits, crosses,
flowers, candles, food, drinks,
decoration paper, and sugar skulls.
All those elements were included in
the ofrenda because Mexicans
believe that on El día de los Muertos,
the dead can cross over the bridge
between the Land of the Death and
the Land of the Living and enjoy the
festivity with their family. 
 
Anatomy & Physiology | Mrs.
Fulcher 
Classes recently presented choice
board creations about parts and
functions of the brain.   
Projects included the reading of
limericks by Gianni Coleman,
Karisma Watkins, Jayla Watson,
and Ray West.  Posters were
presented by Aaliyah Arrington,
Shelby Stephens, and Cameshia
Wright.  Kayleerae Folz and Katie
Harris shared their favorite parts of
their children's book, "The Brain
Book." 
 
The "mic drop" moment occurred
when Jayla Calhoun, Jaylen Jones, RJ
McCargo, and Aleshia Williams
rapped about the brain with their
song, "The Brain System." 

Earth Science | Mr. Horton 
Mr. Horton’s Earth Science
class has five new additions.
Learning Standard six of the Earth
Science Standards on Resources in
Virginia and sustainable
agriculture, the class has
hatched five heritage breed chicks.
Poultry is a huge industry in
Virginia especially in the far
southwest and the valley regions of
Virginia. With the homestead
craze crossing America and hobby
farmers many of whom have
poultry, this is a hands-on science
activity of importance.  
 
Some of the students were amazed
that the eggs in the incubator were
different colors. We
had four green, two blue
and one brown colored egg, all from
different heritage breed chickens
owned by Mr. and Mrs. Horton.  
 
The Hortons raise the chickens for
egg production. The better taste and
higher protein amounts make hand
raised eggs far superior to store
purchased eggs.  
 
This allowed the students to learn
about heritage breeds which
are breeds that have been around
for more than 100 years. It also
incorporates learning about
Genetically Modified Organisms of
today or GMOs. Many of the
students of Prince Edward High
School got to see recycling in a real
world way by watching the chicks
for the 21 days+ it took to hatch
them out.  
 
Most definitely, chickens are a
renewable resource.  
 

 
 Don't stop believing in
yourself, and you can
achieve your goals. 
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CELEBRATE 
Dima Hamza for placing 2nd in the 
Patriot's Pen essay contest for Veterans of 
Foreign Wars.  
 
Our ACE team for making it to the 
championship round. 
 
The Prince Edward Scholastic Bowl team 
for defeating Amelia by a score of 245 to 90 
and then defeating Nottoway by a score of 
200 to 75.  
 
The High School yearbook staff  for 
receiving a First Class rating from the 
Virginia High School League. 
 
The High School Drama Team for winning 
regionals and having two 1st place, Acting 
medals, Eve Utzinger  and Ellis Jones. 
 
The 14 seniors that were accepted to 
Radford onsite. 
 
Josie Hemmer & Saad Kahn for qualifying 
for states in cross country. 
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We were excited to accept a  
Habitat for Humanity Golden
Hammer Award on behalf of
the district  for their hard work
and involvement in the Bird
House Build.  
 
We are grateful to the H-SC
Baseball Team for helping  
Mrs. Stimpert prepare the
shelves for our new books! 
 
High school students collected
720 pounds of food and donated
it to FACES Food Pantry. 
 

 
 
Itty Bitty Eagles were surprised
by the Longwood U Men's
Basketball Team with "Good
Morning" greetings and high-
fives one chilly morning in
November. 
 
 
Our middle school held a
wonderful Veterans' Day  event
and reception for local heroes. 
The event was standing room
only! 
 
 
 
    
 

 
Prince Edward helped

shape me into the
person I am today.  

J A N E L  V E N A B L E  
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Eagles are strengthening community partnerships.  
Here are a few relationships we are thankful for:


